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MEMPm5 Tenn (July 11) - Most of the test bullets fired from a rifle belonging to James 

S: mombgd dlfferent from the sIu8that Martin Luther King Jr., a judge said 

ft* ^ Sr°SS md uni(iue characteristic signature left on the 12 

Brown commented at the opening of a hearing where Ray’s lawyers asked for additional 

Rhodelsland^610 ** ^ remf°rCe the findings frora recenttest firings at theUniversity of 

Ray's lawyers hope the tests will pave the way for a trial for Ray, who is serving a 99-year 

sentence m a Nashville prison for the 1968 assassination of King. Ray confessed, thereby 

avoiding the death penalty, but recanted days later. * 

His guilty plea has been upheld eight times by state and federal courts. 

Wilham Pepper, one of Ray's lawyers, told Brown the FBI test-fired bullets from Ray's 

gun shorty after the killing, but never provided them to Ray's legal team. He said they 

could be key to determining whether Ray's gun fired the fatal bullet 

Those test-fired bullets are closest to the point in time and they would be the most 

accurate and visible signs of physical evidence that we could have in this case," he said 

That evidence and those results should be in the custody of the courts." 

In Rhode Island, criminalists fired Ray’s gun into a tank of water, then had them analyzed 

under a powerful microscope to compare markings on them to the bullet removed from 

Robert Hathaway oversaw the tests and was to testify at the hearing. Before he took the 

stand, Brown shared some of the preliminary findings. 

For... 12 test bullets... analysis revealed that there was a unique and gross characteristic 

that was common to each of these test bullets. This characteristic appears to tie the 

signature of a rare defect in the bore of the James Earl Ray rifle " he said 

Prosecutors said they had not been provided with a written account of the tests and 

Pepper acknowledged one had not been made yet. 



The .30-06 hunting rifle Ray bought L-„,uuga[ m m 

the murder scene with his fingerprints on it. He contends it was dropped th, 
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The committee concluded it_ 
others before or after the shooting. 

Meanwhile, a lawyer Ray is planning to ask the governor to release his client 
because he is dying of liver disease. ^ 

"He's got a terminal illness, so he should be allowed to 
Hall, -’ 

ee in the 1960s 
was the murder 

felped by 

from prison 

get out," said attorney Andrew 
rom Gov. Don Sundquist. 

Hall said the petition argues that Ray is not a danger to society and that he is 
past 10 years, ^- - .... 
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